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O B J E C T I V E S

• Background Information

• Survey Design

• Results

• Challenges 

• Next Steps
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G O A L

• To present and examine 

the survey results
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I S  T H E  B R I D G E  C LO S I N G ?

Local 3 
News, 
October 
11, 2022

University 
Echo, 
October 
25, 2022
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S I N C E  T H E  S U R V E Y

Fox Chattanooga, 
May 4, 2023
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S I N C E  T H E  S U R V E Y

Chattanooga 
Times Free Press, 
May 2, 2023
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A L LO C AT E D  F U N D I N G  ( T I P )

https://drive.google.com/file/d/10nrJVkAcIE999rQYV-15VAMnSIluciNz/view 8



N .  M A R K E T  S T  &  F R A Z I E R  A V E

https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/49f024841f4c487d922a6c772bd9e9a8?org=CHCRPA
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C O N C E R N S

• Active Transportation

– How is the potential closure going 

to impact physical activity?
• Impact and Safety

– How is the potential closure going 

to impact users and will it create 

safety concerns?
• Alternative Route(s)

– Which bridge is preferred to be 

used as an alternative pathway, and 

should/can it be reconfigured (and 

how)?

What are the impacts and safety 

concerns around the displaced 

Walnut Street Bridge users? 
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N E E D S  A S S E S S M E N T

• Understand the potential impacts on 

physical activity

• Identify alternative active 

transportation corridors

• Assess safety concerns of displaced 

bicycle and pedestrian foot traffic 

during the potential closure 
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S U R V E Y

13

• 17 open- and closed-ended questions

• Open from 3/7 to 3/14, social media 

campaign

• 579 completed surveys

• Population size (2021): 182,113

• Sample size: 384

• Confidence Level: 95%

• Margin of error: 5%



R E S U LT S  
Q 1

• How often do you 

use Walnut Street 

Bridge (i.e., "walking 

bridge") in Chattanooga, 

Tennessee?

14

35%
39%



Q 2

• How do you typically travel 

to the Walnut Street 

Bridge (i.e., "walking 

bridge") in Chattanooga, 

Tennessee?

15

38%
44%



Q 3

• What best describes why you 

typically use the Walnut Street 

Bridge (i.e., "walking bridge") in 

Chattanooga, Tennessee?

16

61%



Q 4

• What type of activity do you 

do most often on the Walnut 

Street Bridge (i.e., "walking 

bridge") in Chattanooga, 

Tennessee?

17

73%



Q 5

• How likely is the closure of 

the Walnut Street 

Bridge (i.e., "walking 

bridge") in Chattanooga, 

Tennessee going to impact 

your physical activity level?

18

61%



Q 6

• How likely are you to 

continue biking, walking, 

running, etc. in the Northshore or 

downtown area during the 

closure of the Walnut Street 

Bridge (i.e., "walking bridge") in 

Chattanooga, Tennessee?

19

46
%

42
%



Q 7

• Do you feel safe walking, 

biking, or running 

across Market Street 

Bridge in Chattanooga, 

Tennessee?

20

64%



Q 8
• Would you feel safe walking, 

biking, or running across 

the Market Street Bridge if 

there were increased safety 

measures taken for the 

duration of the Walnut 

Street Bridge closure?

21

62%



Q 9
How much do you agree with 

temporarily reducing the 

number of travel lanes 

on Market Street Bridge, 

from four to two lanes, with 

one in each direction, and 

adding two bicycle lanes with 

buffers in between the cars 

and bicyclists?
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NOTE: Numbers in figure represent 
measurement in feet (ft)



Q 9  C O N T .

23

71%71% agree that Market 
Street Bridge should 
be temporarily 
reconfigured to 
reduce the number of 
driving lanes to 
increase safety 
measures for 
vulnerable road users.



Q 1 0
• How much do you agree with 

temporarily 

reconfiguring Market Street 

Bridge as an alternative active 

transportation avenue during the 

closure of the Walnut Street 

Bridge (i.e., "walking bridge") in 

Chattanooga, Tennessee?

24

72%



Q 1 1
• How much do you agree with 

temporarily reconfiguring the 

Veterans Memorial Bridge as 

an alternative active 

transportation avenue during 

the closure of the Walnut 

Street Bridge (i.e., "walking 

bridge") in Chattanooga, 

Tennessee?
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36%

53%



Which bridge should be 
reconfigured? 

Market Street 
Bridge

Veterans 
Memorial Bridge

72% Yes 53% Yes

20% No 36% No
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Q12: What is your 
residential zip code?
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Q 1 3

•What is your 

age?

28

53%



Q 1 4

•What is your 

gender?
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Q 1 5

•Are you a student?

30



H O W  D O  Y O U  T R A V E L  T O  T H E  

W A L N U T  S T R E E T  B R I D G E ?

2009-2011 2023
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T H E M AT I C  A N A LY S I S  

• Closure Length

• Market Street Bridge Concerns

• Reconfiguration

• Business/Tourism

• Transparency

• Traffic Concerns

• Physical Barriers
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“It is mandatory to 

increase safety for 

pedestrians and bicyclists 

on Market Street Bridge 

during this time. It would 

be even better if this was 

done on BOTH Market & 

Veterans Bridges.”
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“As someone who uses the 

bridge a few times a week to 

commute by bike it would be 

very helpful to have another 

safe route to cross the river, if 

there isn’t a protected crossing 

I would probably have to return 

to driving which negatively 

impacts my health, the 

environment, and traffic for 

those who do drive."
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C H A L L E N G E S

• Balance need for repair with impact of construction

• Limited number of river crossings

• Market Street Bridge is a state route
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W H AT ' S  N E X T

• Details about construction impacts and alternate 

routes available soon

• Sign up to receive information throughout the project
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Q U E S T I O N S ?
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